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SUPERANNUATION BENEFITS. 
TO CONTRIBUTORS AND PENSIONERS: 
During the l a s t s e s s i o n of t h e S t a t e P a r l i a m e n t , t h e 
Leader of the Oppos i t ion , Mr O 'Ha l lo ran , on beha l f of the Labor 
P a r t y , i n t roduced a motion urging the Government to make p r o -
v i s i o n f o r g e n e r a l and s u b s t a n t i a l i n c r e a s e s in b e n e f i t s payable 
under the Superannuat ion Act . (Under the C o n s t i t u t i o n only a 
M i n i s t e r may in t roduce a B i l l f o r such a purpose - hence t h e 
motion. — But i t - s h o u i d b e - n o t e d t h a t the Opposi t i o n took the 
i n i t i a t i v e in the m a t t e r , and we_ b e l i e v e t h a t the government 
would riot-"Have''taken any ac t ion" a t " a H " but- "f o'r"LaboV's~motlon )V" 
Our motion was withdrawn on the P r e m i e r ' s assurance 
t h a t he would i n t roduce a B i l l ; bu t , as you know, when the B i l l 
was i n t r o d u c e d , i t p rovided f o r e n t i r e l y inadequa te i n c r e a s e s and 
r e s t r i c t e d the p r i n c i p a l i n c r e a s e (2 /6d per u n i t ) to pens ions 
which became payable ten years ago - b e f o r e January 1 s t , 19U9I 
Labor, of c o u r s e , had in mind a g e n e r a l i n c r e a s e of a t l e a s t 
2/6d per un i t f o r a l l pens ions - not only those now payable but 
a l s o t hose which w i l l become payable in the f u t u r e ; but even our 
a t tempt t o persuade the Government to extend i t s dead l ine t o 
January 1 s t , 1955, was d e f e a t e d a t the i n s t i g a t i o n of the Prem-
i e r . The Government 's B i l l a l s o provided f o r i n c r e a s e s in 
widows' pens ions and c h i l d r e n ' s a l lowances w e l l below the l e v e l 
whibh we cons ider necessa ry and p r a c t i c a b l e ! and we a l s o contend 
t h a t t he ten a d d i t i o n a l u n i t s f o r which Government employees 
have become e n t i t l e d under the l e g i s l a t i o n t o conjtfcibute should 
have been spread over the whole range of s a l a r i e s i n s t e a d of, 
being r e s t r i c t e d , as the Government i n s i s t e d , t o o f f i c e r s in 
the higher s a l a r y b r a c k e t . Needless to s a y , the Premier would 
not concede any of our proposed improvements. 
Labor b e l i e v e s tha t the Superannuat ion Fund i s s t r o n g 
enough to provide much g r e a t e r b e n e f i t s than a r e now payable -
and wi thou t i n c r e a s e in c o n t r i b u t i o n s . During the l a s t s i x 
yea r s the Fund has grown f rom £5,000,000 to n e a r l y £10 ,000 ,000 , 
and the annual s u r p l u s hqs i n c r e a s e d f rom'£3$0,000 t o £975,000. 
A Labor Government would review the Superannuat ion Act 
f o r t he purpose of enab l ing adequate pens ions and al lowances t o 
be pa id . 
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